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DA: à nu 2 02 > NT LE LU 
* INDIAN MANUSCRIPT. CHAUMONOT (FATHER PIERRE 
+ ‘JOSEPH MARIE). Original Autograph Manuscript of a 
FN Huron Indian-French Dictionary, 257 pp., including 33 pp. 


… of conversational sentences, small 4to, original vellum (light- 
| ly stained). Circa 1683. re 


PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT UNPUBLISHED INDIAN LANGUAGE MANU- 
SCRIPT IN EXISTENCE. Father Chaumonot was the acknowledged 
- authority on the Huron language and he wrote the above dictionary, 

a grammar and a catechism. The grammar was published by the 


Quebec Historical Society, but the dictionary has never been published. 
. For a long time it was held in 


the possession of the chiefs of the 
Ua *  Lorette reservation, which was fo 


unded by Father Chaumonot, and a 
» certificate of authenticity is writ 


ten in French inside the back cover 
by Father Vincent, himself an Indian of the same tribe. 


Father Chaumonot came to Canada in 1639 and at once evinced great 


ability. in learning the Indian language, and soon became so useful 

that he was sent to the Petun tribe with Father Daniel; then to that 
… of the Neutrals with Brébeuf., In 1655 he went on the mission to the 
_ Troquois in New York, which was abandoned in 1658. Thereafter he 
dwelt among the Hurons. 


It is highly improbable that another Indi 
come on the market, as practically all ar 
or in collections that will never be dis 
such great importance that in 1820 Fa 
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an language dictionary will 
e held in public institutions, 
persed. And yet they are of 
ther Rasle’s dictionary of the 
the State of Massachusetts. 
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